THE FALL OF YORKTOWN                17?

wallis and his soldiers in this southern campaign. Lafayette
followed him, and then at the right moment Washington him-
self saw the time was ripe to bring his own army south to join
hands with his gallant allies. To do this he needed the com-
mand of the sea, and this was obtained by a French fleet, which
out-manoeuvred the British men-of-war under Rodney, and
brought Washington's army in transports to the Chesapeake.

On September 26, 1781, the American troops landed at
Williamsburg, and two days later marched upon Yorktown.
Cornwallis was completely surrounded, and the Americans
with their French allies soon got their guns to work upon
the beleaguered town, while the French ships battered it from
the bay. For three weeks the siege continued. The British
army made a desperate defence, but their sallies were beaten
back by the fierce onrush of the Americans and French, who
captured redoubt after redoubt in spite of their own heavy
losses in the hand-to-hand fighting. At last Cornwallis, with
his fortifications shattered, his ammunition nearly exhausted,
and his men exposed to a deadly fire on all sides, found himself
compelled to surrender with his whole army.

It was on October 19 that this great humiliation to British
arms was enacted with impressive ceremony. Poor Cornwallis
was prostrate with grief, and kept to his tent, but General
O'Hara, apologizing for his chiefs absence, delivered his
sword to the victor. Then the British troops, in full uniform,
marched out as if on parade between the lines of the Americans
and French, piled their arms, and became prisoners of war. As
they stepped out steadily their bands played a tune then well
known under the name of * The World turned Upside Down/
and doubtless to those 10^000 British red-coats it represented .
their feelings at this wholesale surrender. :. ' . ;

With the fall of Yorktown came the end of the revolutionary'
war. It was the real birthday of the Republic-of the United
States of America, and when the * Stars emd Stripes,', the new
flag of a new nation, fluttered above the captured town it pro-
claimed theioss of the Americaii colonies to the British Empire. _-_
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